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Learning, growing, thriving together

Board Nominees (in alphabetical order of first name):

Name: Aleisha Wilkinson

Kindergarten: Hobsonville Point ELC

| am a mother to two young boys—one who has been at a Kaitiaki centre for 3.5 years, and my
youngest started there in February this year.

My professional background is in medical imaging, specialising in quality assurance and
mammography working within a national screening unit. In this role, | have developed a strong
commitment to the hauora and well-being of vulnerable communities, as well as a deep
understanding of the challenges in working toward equitable outcomes for all. My experience in
maintaining high standards in the screening service aligns with the kaupapa of Kaitiaki
Kindergarten Association.

When my family first joined Kaitiaki 3.5 years ago, | saw childcare primarily as a necessity, but |
have since witnessed the profound impact of the support, education, and connection Kaitiaki
Kindergartens provide. This experience has transformed my beliefs about childhood education
and its pivotal role in shaping the future of our children. | am excited about the opportunity to
support the association’s goals while bringing a collaborative and compassionate approach to
the board.

Name: Ivor Peksa
Kindergarten: Oaktree/Current Board Member
Kia ora,

I’m lvor Peksa, and I’m seeking re-election to the Association Board.

My tamariki, Ada and Marcus, had the good fortune to attend Oaktree Kindergarten and have
now moved on to school. Through their experience, I’ve come to deeply appreciate the vital role
kindergartens play in the early education and development of our children.

Being part of the kindy community has been incredibly rewarding for our whanau, and I’m
committed to helping ensure other families enjoy the same positive, inclusive experience.

I’ve served on the Board for four and a half years, including a year and a half as Co-chair. It’s
been a privilege to work alongside a fantastic team, and I’m profoundly grateful to the support
staff, teachers, and fellow Board members for their commitment and mahi.

Professionally, I've run a medium-sized technology business, which we successfully sold to
venture capital. | now own a small e-commerce business and support several Kiwi startups.
These experiences have taught me the value of strong leadership, collaboration, and clear
communication.

Over recent years, I've learned a great deal about the Association, the ECE sector, and child
development. I’m keen to continue contributing my governance and business experience to
help ensure our kindergartens are safe, inclusive, and provide the best possible learning
environment for every child.
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Kindy is a unique and cherished institution in Aotearoa. Like many who weren’t raised here, |
didn’t fully understand its importance—until | met the amazing teachers at Oaktree.

Let’s spread the word and ensure more children can access this wonderful start to life.

Name: Kimberly Chalmers
Kindergarten: Current Board Member
Ko Tu Ao Wharepapa te maunga.

Ko Motuweka te awa.

No Tapawera ahau.

Ko Chalmers toku whanau.

Ko Kimberly toku ingoa.

| have served on the Kaitiaki Kindergartens Board for 2 Y2 years, the last year as Co-Chair and |
am seeking reelection.

As a mum to two young children (one of whom attends a Kaitiaki Kindergarten) | am determined
to make this world a place where tamariki thrive. | believe that all tamariki should be given the
opportunity to learn in an environment that nurtures their creativity and provides a safe space to
explore. Given the opportunity | would be honoured to continue serving the Kaitiaki
Kindergartens community on the Board.

With 20 years experience in the NFP sector in health, social service and education and a
background in quality management | understand the regulatory environment of ECE and bring
expertise in risk management, privacy, child protection, policy, complaints, evaluation, and
health and safety. | have experience in governance and have worked alongside a number of
Boards.

| have an interest in the socio-political environment and the creative arts, have completed the
Oxfam Trailwalker, climbed Mt Taranaki, and enjoy mountain biking and spending time
outdoors in and around beautiful Muriwai with my family.

Name: Matthew Sommers

Kindergarten:

| live in Orewa with my wife and young son, who currently attends Orewa Beach Kindergarten.
Seeing my son and his friends thrive in the Kindy environment confirms to me the importance of
quality early childhood education. | am excited to be a member of the Kaitiaki Kindergartens
Board of Trustees and to contribute to delivering exceptional kindergarten experiences for
tamariki and their whanau.

| have 16 years of experience in the banking and finance sector across New Zealand and
Australia, and bring expertise in strategic planning, financial management, and operational
oversight. | look forward to applying these skills to support the governance and strategic
direction of Kaitiaki Kindergartens.
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As a former kindergarten student myself, it’s rewarding to see the system now benefiting my
own family and the wider community. It’s a privilege to support the dedicated teachers and staff
who work hard to provide a high-quality educational environment every day. | look forward to
collaborating with fellow board members and ensuring that Kaitiaki Kindergartens continues to
serve our communities effectively now and into the future.

Name: Zane McRae

Kindergarten: Silverdale

| am Zane McRae, and | live in Red Beach with my wife Sophie and three children. My children
have all gone to Silverdale Kindergarten. My two daughters Eden and Isla have both loved their
experiences going through kindergarten and then on to Red beach Primary. My youngest son
Kohen is currently attending, and we are seeing him grow so much. We are very fortunate that
my sister Anouchka is also an ECE Teacher as this kindergarten. Meaning our kids have and an
amazing combination of family and a learning environment for them to come to.

| feel that Kindergarten is a unique offering which in particular has provided a safe and nurturing
environment which has allowed my children to learn more about themselves through exploring
their creativity, fostering friendships and being brave to learn and try new experiences.

As for what | can bring to the board;  am a Chartered Accountant and work in an FP&A role at
Green By Nature on the North Shore. | bring relevant experience to guide Kaitiaki Kindergartens
on a financially sustainable journey, so that we can share this positive environment with more
children in New Zealand.

Lastly, | have been part of this board for just under a year as a co-opted member and | have
enjoyed being able to contribute as the chair of the Finance Committee as well as learn new
aspects from Tara, the broader team and other board members.



